
Cushingberry backs tax on hotels, auto rentals http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070801/NEWS0...

1 of 2 9/5/07 5:02 PM

Emails RSS Text Me Freep Mobile
Subscribe to the Free Press Manage My Account Place an Ad Contact Us

Search Detroit: AllAll   Go

LOCAL NEWS NATION/WORLD SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS AUTOS FEATURES TRAVEL OBITUARIES OPINION

TWIST

  

Homepage

Forums

RSS

Email This Story

Printable Format

RELATED NEWS FROM THE WEB

Detroit, MI
Michigan
Lansing Metro
Michigan Government
Detroit Metro
Discuss Detroit Metro

Powered by Topix.net

REAL ESTATE - sponsored by Centex Homes
HOMES FOR SALE
• Search New Construction and Existing Homes
across metro Detroit and Michigan.

• Mortgage rates from lenders nationwide.

RENTAL PROPERTIES
• Find apartment communities, corporate
housing, and senior living developments.

SHOPPING
Find the best sales and deals at major retailers 
near you. Start Shopping!

Free Press Bookstore
Click here for sports books and posters, sports 
wearables, cookbooks and more!

MICHIGAN COLLEGE GUIDE
Advertising Supplement

Seeking the right college?
View the Complete Directory
View Northern Region
View Eastern Region
View Western Region
View Central Region

MORE ON FREEP.COM
Most Popular:

DETROIT: Attempted energy theft kills father
In Martz's complex system, brainpower is a must
MIKE WENDLAND'S TECH BLOG: Rumors swirl 
around Apple's iPod announcements this afternoon
Child's last words: 'Mama, don't! Don't do it!'
MICHAEL ROSENBERG: In D-nial? Changes moot 
if Marinelli's line doesn't dominate

Latest Updates:

Drowning in Macomb Co. part of a growing trend - 
4:41 pm

ADVERTISEMENT

Post a Comment View All Comments

Freep.com » News » Michigan

Cushingberry backs tax on hotels, auto rentals
August 1, 2007

By CHRIS CHRISTOFF
FREE PRESS LANSING BUREAU CHIEF

EAST LANSING — State Rep. George Cushingberry, chairman of the powerful House Appropriations Committee,
said today that he'd support a statewide excise tax on hotels and auto rentals to help pay for state parks and to
promote state tourism.

Cushingberry, D-Detroit, said a 1% tax would raise $15 million, with $10 million earmarked for state parks and $5
million for the state agency that promotes tourism. He said the hotel tax would be levied only on transient guests, 
not those who live in hotels for extended periods.

He said he would propose the special tax as part
of a 2007-08 budget deal, which he said may not 
be completed by the Legislature until close to the 
end of the fiscal year Sept. 30.

Cushingberry remarks came during a taping of
Michigan Public Television's "Off the Record." He 
defended his plan to raise the state income tax 
from the current 3.9% to 4.6% as a "restoration" 
of the tax before it was cut by previous Gov. 
John Engler and a Republican-led Legislature 
during the 1990s.

Cushingberry also said he opposes a ticket tax on
entertainment, such as sporting events and 
concerts, to help balance the state budget.

.
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I am confused. When I said all State Parks should be closed until the State could afford them I was told that the
parks pay for themselves and are selfsustaining. Why do we need a tax for the parks then?

Posted: Wed Aug 01, 2007 1:16 pm

ArtC

I think all of you are missing the point. With all of the new taxes for Michigan businesses---they will have to hire 
more employees to handle the taxing situation. Thus!!!Bejesus!!!Employment in Michigan goes up, we are rich 

again!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      

Posted: Wed Aug 01, 2007 12:06 pm

tigertown

What a surprise - a Detroit Democrat calling for HIGHER taxes. More of our hard earned money for the gov'ment to
piss away on their own pet projects.

Posted: Wed Aug 01, 2007 11:58 am
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Nick-DeLeeuw

The sad part, Ookie, is that he chairs that committee and if he wants to advance that these giant tax hikes he has 
the power. 

It's only a matter of time before the House Democrats come after your wallet. 

--Nick 
www.RightMichigan.com

Posted: Wed Aug 01, 2007 11:11 am

Ookie Vick

HB 4852, introduced by Representative Cushingberry, would add another $1.35 to the current .29 cent 911 phone 
tax. This tax would be added to every phone you have, both cellular and landlines. This bill has been referred to the 
Appropriations Committee in the House of Representatives and let us hope that it remains there. 

Posted: Wed Aug 01, 2007 10:45 am
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